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Annotation 
A liberal understanding of international politics is currently dominant. However, it is important 
to note that there are still states that have not adopted this understanding, yet, which brings 
complications here. The current clash of these two understandings, i.e. liberalism and realism, 
thus constantly forms the security environment. Probably the most obvious case 
of the present seems to be the case of Ukraine and the related Ukraine crisis. 
The aim of this diploma thesis is to give a picture of the causes of the Ukraine crisis in a broader 
context than is generally interpreted across individual media, using an offensive-realistic 
framework. The motives of the individual actors of the conflict, especially Russia, 
will be examined in an attempt to present those motives as not primarily offensive 
but to some extent as defensive. Several research questions will serve me to fulfil 
the above-mentioned goal - How can the main causes of the outbreak of the conflict in Ukraine 
be explained from the perspective of offensive realism?  
According to offensive realism, what actor is responsible for the outbreak of conflict? In terms 
of offensive realism, how can the motives of the key actors (i.e. Russia, the West) 
be explained? 
 
